
Associated Press
Tom Sullivan embraces family members outside Gateway High School in Aurora, Colo., where 
he searched franticly Friday for his son Alex Sullivan, who celebrated his 27th birthday by 
going to see “The Dark Knight Rises” movie where a gunman opened fire and killed 12. It was 
unclear Friday if Alex Sullivan was among the victims.

Families await news in agony
By Laura J. Nelson,
Jenny Deam and Rick Rojas
Los Angeles Times

AURORA, Colo. — Jessica 
Ghawi narrowly escaped a mur-
derous rampage at a shopping 
center in Toronto last month, 
deciding to leave a food court 
where, moments later, a gunman 
killed two people and wounded 
six others.

The incident, and her narrow 
escape, deeply moved her.

“I was shown how fragile life 
was on Saturday,” Ghawi wrote 
on her blog. “I saw the terror on 
bystanders’ faces. I saw the vic-
tims of a senseless crime. I saw 
lives change. I was reminded 
that we don’t know when or 
where our time on Earth will 
end. When or where we will 
breathe our last breath.”

In a wicked twist of fate, the

Motive sought 
in theater attack

By Thomas Peipert
and P. Solomon Banda
Associated Press

AURORA, Colo. — As the 
new Batman movie played on 
the screen, a gunman dressed 
in black and wearing a hel-
met, body armor and a gas 
mask stepped through a side 
door. At first he was just a sil-
houette, taken by some in the 
audience for a stunt that was 
part of one of the summer’s 
most highly anticipated films.  

But then, authorities said, 
he threw gas canisters that 
filled the packed suburban 
Denver theater with smoke, 
and, in the confusing haze 
between Hollywood fantasy 
and terrifying reality, opened 
fire as people screamed and 
dove for cover.  

At least 12 people were 
killed and 58 wounded — 11 
critically — in one of the 
deadliest mass shootings in 
recent U.S. history.  

“He looked like an assassin 
ready to go to war,” said Jordan

 Twelve killed, 58 wounded in assault at Batman movie
 Gunman said he was ‘Joker,’ shot at any who ran away
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Five years after dropping out of UW-Eau Claire, 
Jim Budde is back in class but not back in town.

Instead, he works full time for the U.S. Postal 
Service in his hometown of Beaver Dam and 
squeezes in his studies around his busy life.

The arrangement is made 
possible by UW-Eau Claire’s 
first completely online degree 
program, which is about to 
begin its second year. The 
Bachelor of Professional Stud-
ies in Organizational Lead-
ership and Communication 
program targets students like 
Budde who have college credits 
but no degree.

“The online format is what allows me to pursue 
this degree,” said Budde, 26, who is married and 
has one child and another on the way. “It would be 
impossible for me to go back to college without the 
flexibility this program offers.” 

Budde attended UW-Eau Claire for 3½ years 
but quit to take a job delivering mail for the Postal 
Service. But when he began to worry about his 
job security, Budde decided to hedge his bet 
by enrolling in UW-Eau Claire’s new online 
program.   

While it’s not easy juggling his job, family and 
a full-time college load, Budde is optimistic the 
two years of stress he endures to earn a bachelor’s 
degree will be beneficial to his career in the long 
run.

“What I like most about it is I can have the abil-
ity to go out and earn a living and support my fam-
ily, and then at night I can do my schoolwork,” said 
Budde, who sometimes doesn’t finish studying 
until 2 a.m. 

Liberal arts mixes with business
The 60-credit degree completion program, a 

collaboration between UW-Eau Claire and UW-
Extension, is designed for adults who have com-
pleted an associate degree program or have a 
sufficient number of college credits. The cost is 
$375 per credit.

It combines a liberal arts foundation — commu-
nication, economics, history, philosophy, political 
science and sociology — with coursework from the 
College of Business. It was approved by the UW 
System in June 2011 and is the first degree of its 
kind in the system.

The program, which launched with eight stu-
dents last fall and expanded to 20 in spring, is 
intended to provide students a generalist degree 
that will prepare them for a variety of careers.

Online program for adults with 
previous college experience leads 
to generalist degree that will 
prepare them for variety of careers

Leadership 
knows
no size

By Joe Knight
Leader-Telegram staff

T hree years ago, as Eric 
Rhiel waited in line dur-
ing freshman orienta-

tion at UW-Madison, a young 
woman approached him and 
asked how tall he was and 
whether he had played high 
school sports.

Instead of being put off by 
the questions, Rhiel, of Menom-

onie, was intrigued. He thought 
the woman was cute but soon 
learned her interest in him 
wasn’t personal. She was recruit-
ing him as coxswain, the light-
weight director of rowing teams 
who instructs heavier team 
members how and when to row.  

Rhiel, who stood 5 feet 5 
inches tall and weighed just 
under 130 pounds at the time, 
initially decided to pass on 

the offer, even though it was 
a chance to join the vaunted 
UW rowing team, one of the 
elite crews in the nation.

“I wasn’t thrilled about the 
two-per-day practices and get-
ting up at 6 in the morning,” 
he said.

“I wanted to just try the col-
lege life.”

Small in stature but huge in desire, Menomonie native captains 
U.S. eight-man lightweight rowing squad to national title

Staff photo by Shane Opatz
Kate Lang says the online format of UW-Eau Claire’s 
Bachelor of Professional Studies program opens up 
the possibility of earning a college degree for many 
nontraditional students who otherwise wouldn’t be able 
to work around a normal class schedule. Lang is the 
academic director for the program, which began last year.
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where, moments later, a gunman 
killed two people and wounded 
six others.
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filled the packed suburban 
Denver theater with smoke, 
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and terrifying reality, opened 
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At least 12 people were 
killed and 58 wounded — 11 
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deadliest mass shootings in 
recent U.S. history.  

“He looked like an assassin 
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Instead, he works full time for the U.S. Postal 
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program, which is about to 
begin its second year. The 
Bachelor of Professional Stud-
ies in Organizational Lead-
ership and Communication 
program targets students like 
Budde who have college credits 
but no degree.

“The online format is what allows me to pursue 
this degree,” said Budde, 26, who is married and 
has one child and another on the way. “It would be 
impossible for me to go back to college without the 
flexibility this program offers.” 

Budde attended UW-Eau Claire for 3½ years 
but quit to take a job delivering mail for the Postal 
Service. But when he began to worry about his 
job security, Budde decided to hedge his bet 
by enrolling in UW-Eau Claire’s new online 
program.   

While it’s not easy juggling his job, family and 
a full-time college load, Budde is optimistic the 
two years of stress he endures to earn a bachelor’s 
degree will be beneficial to his career in the long 
run.

“What I like most about it is I can have the abil-
ity to go out and earn a living and support my fam-
ily, and then at night I can do my schoolwork,” said 
Budde, who sometimes doesn’t finish studying 
until 2 a.m. 

Liberal arts mixes with business
The 60-credit degree completion program, a 

collaboration between UW-Eau Claire and UW-
Extension, is designed for adults who have com-
pleted an associate degree program or have a 
sufficient number of college credits. The cost is 
$375 per credit.

It combines a liberal arts foundation — commu-
nication, economics, history, philosophy, political 
science and sociology — with coursework from the 
College of Business. It was approved by the UW 
System in June 2011 and is the first degree of its 
kind in the system.

The program, which launched with eight stu-
dents last fall and expanded to 20 in spring, is 
intended to provide students a generalist degree 
that will prepare them for a variety of careers.
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woman approached him and 
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whether he had played high 
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onie, was intrigued. He thought 
the woman was cute but soon 
learned her interest in him 
wasn’t personal. She was recruit-
ing him as coxswain, the light-
weight director of rowing teams 
who instructs heavier team 
members how and when to row.  

Rhiel, who stood 5 feet 5 
inches tall and weighed just 
under 130 pounds at the time, 
initially decided to pass on 

the offer, even though it was 
a chance to join the vaunted 
UW rowing team, one of the 
elite crews in the nation.

“I wasn’t thrilled about the 
two-per-day practices and get-
ting up at 6 in the morning,” 
he said.

“I wanted to just try the col-
lege life.”

Small in stature but huge in desire, Menomonie native captains 
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Kate Lang says the online format of UW-Eau Claire’s 
Bachelor of Professional Studies program opens up 
the possibility of earning a college degree for many 
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academic director for the program, which began last year.
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Service. But when he began to worry about his 
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two years of stress he endures to earn a bachelor’s 
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“What I like most about it is I can have the abil-
ity to go out and earn a living and support my fam-
ily, and then at night I can do my schoolwork,” said 
Budde, who sometimes doesn’t finish studying 
until 2 a.m. 
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collaboration between UW-Eau Claire and UW-
Extension, is designed for adults who have com-
pleted an associate degree program or have a 
sufficient number of college credits. The cost is 
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College of Business. It was approved by the UW 
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kind in the system.
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Learning 
from afar

By Eric Lindquist
Leader-Telegram staff

Five years after dropping out of UW-Eau Claire, 
Jim Budde is back in class but not back in town.

Instead, he works full time for the U.S. Postal 
Service in his hometown of Beaver Dam and 
squeezes in his studies around his busy life.

The arrangement is made 
possible by UW-Eau Claire’s 
first completely online degree 
program, which is about to 
begin its second year. The 
Bachelor of Professional Stud-
ies in Organizational Lead-
ership and Communication 
program targets students like 
Budde who have college credits 
but no degree.

“The online format is what allows me to pursue 
this degree,” said Budde, 26, who is married and 
has one child and another on the way. “It would be 
impossible for me to go back to college without the 
flexibility this program offers.” 

Budde attended UW-Eau Claire for 3½ years 
but quit to take a job delivering mail for the Postal 
Service. But when he began to worry about his 
job security, Budde decided to hedge his bet 
by enrolling in UW-Eau Claire’s new online 
program.   

While it’s not easy juggling his job, family and 
a full-time college load, Budde is optimistic the 
two years of stress he endures to earn a bachelor’s 
degree will be beneficial to his career in the long 
run.

“What I like most about it is I can have the abil-
ity to go out and earn a living and support my fam-
ily, and then at night I can do my schoolwork,” said 
Budde, who sometimes doesn’t finish studying 
until 2 a.m. 

Liberal arts mixes with business
The 60-credit degree completion program, a 

collaboration between UW-Eau Claire and UW-
Extension, is designed for adults who have com-
pleted an associate degree program or have a 
sufficient number of college credits. The cost is 
$375 per credit.

It combines a liberal arts foundation — commu-
nication, economics, history, philosophy, political 
science and sociology — with coursework from the 
College of Business. It was approved by the UW 
System in June 2011 and is the first degree of its 
kind in the system.

The program, which launched with eight stu-
dents last fall and expanded to 20 in spring, is 
intended to provide students a generalist degree 
that will prepare them for a variety of careers.

Online program for adults with 
previous college experience leads 
to generalist degree that will 
prepare them for variety of careers

Leadership 
knows
no size

By Joe Knight
Leader-Telegram staff

T hree years ago, as Eric 
Rhiel waited in line dur-
ing freshman orienta-

tion at UW-Madison, a young 
woman approached him and 
asked how tall he was and 
whether he had played high 
school sports.

Instead of being put off by 
the questions, Rhiel, of Menom-

onie, was intrigued. He thought 
the woman was cute but soon 
learned her interest in him 
wasn’t personal. She was recruit-
ing him as coxswain, the light-
weight director of rowing teams 
who instructs heavier team 
members how and when to row.  

Rhiel, who stood 5 feet 5 
inches tall and weighed just 
under 130 pounds at the time, 
initially decided to pass on 

the offer, even though it was 
a chance to join the vaunted 
UW rowing team, one of the 
elite crews in the nation.

“I wasn’t thrilled about the 
two-per-day practices and get-
ting up at 6 in the morning,” 
he said.

“I wanted to just try the col-
lege life.”

Small in stature but huge in desire, Menomonie native captains 
U.S. eight-man lightweight rowing squad to national title

Staff photo by Shane Opatz
Kate Lang says the online format of UW-Eau Claire’s 
Bachelor of Professional Studies program opens up 
the possibility of earning a college degree for many 
nontraditional students who otherwise wouldn’t be able 
to work around a normal class schedule. Lang is the 
academic director for the program, which began last year.
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Theater shooting

Unfolding events

Colo.

A U R O R A

 UW System 
online programs,
including UW-Eau 
Claire’s Bachelor 
of Professional 
Studies: 
LeaderTelegram.
com/links

See ATTACK, Page 7A

■ Little impact 
seen at local 
theaters from 
Colo. shootings. 
Page 7A.

See FAMILIES, Page 7A See ONLINE, Page 2A

See ROWING, Page 2A

■ A Page One story Friday incorrectly listed the 
year of the opening of the original W.R. Davies 
Student Center at UW-Eau Claire. The first parts of 
the building were finished in 1959.
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 Associated Press
Photo gallery curator Anna Wolska presents a photo of 
Marilyn Monroe by the late celebrity photographer Milton 
H. Greene on Friday in Warsaw, Poland.

Poland to auction Marilyn photos
WARSAW, Poland — Poland plans to auction off 

part of a photographic collection that includes hun-
dreds of photographs of Marilyn Monroe.

The collection includes close to 4,000 photographs 
taken by the late celebrity photographer Milton H. 
Greene. Some are well-known images, but Polish of-
ficials say they believe the collection might contain 
some previously unpublished works.

The photos ended up in Poland’s possession as the 
result of a complex embezzlement scandal that shook 
the country in the early 1990s. A Chicago business-
man accused of cheating Poland out of millions of 
dollars gave the collection to Poland in partial repay-
ment for the government’s loss.

 The Polish official in charge of cleaning up the 
lingering mess from the corruption affair, Marta 
Maciazek, said the photographic collection is valued 
at $680,000. She said some of the photos will go on 
exhibition soon and then will be put up for sale. 

The collection also includes photographs of Cary 
Grant, Frank Sinatra, Audrey Hepburn, Liza 
Minnelli, Marlene Dietrich, Paul Newman, 
Alfred Hitchcock and Marlon Brando.

Howard to lead Brickyard 400 field
INDIANAPOLIS — Director Ron Howard will 

have one of the best seats at this year’s Brickyard 400.  
Indianapolis Motor Speedway officials announced 

Friday that the Oscar-winning director would lead 
the field before the July 29 race at the storied 2.5-mile 
track.  

Howard’s latest project is titled “Rush” and depicts 
the Grand Prix clashes between Englishman James 
Hunt and Austrian Niki Lauda.  

Speedway President Jeff Belskus said Howard has 
immersed himself in motorsports culture while film-
ing “Rush” and is “an ideal person to pace the field.” 

Howard called driving the pace car a “once-in-a-
lifetime opportunity.” 

Movie director Norman Jewison, 86. 
Singer Yusuf Islam (Cat Stevens), 64. 

Cartoonist Garry Trudeau (“Doonesbury”), 64. 
Comedian-actor Robin Williams, 61. 

Comedian Jon Lovitz, 55. 
Actor Josh Hartnett, 34. 

“American Idol” runner-up Blake Lewis, 31. 
From news services

Correction

The Leader-Telegram strives for accuracy in all 
stories. But if mistakes occur, a correction will be 
printed. Contact Editor Don Huebscher at 715-833-
9216 or Local News Editor Gary Johnson at 715-833-
9211 for assistance. E-mail them at don.huebscher@
ecpc.com or gary.johnson@ecpc.com.

Celebrities

T O D A Y ’ S  B I R T H D A Y S

Lotteries

www.LeaderTelegram.com

Rowing/Next is world championships

Online/Response positive to program

BUFFALO RIVER VALLEY  3 B
FULLER-SPECKIEN-HULKE 2 B
HERITAGE CT MEMORY 1 C
MARKQUART TOYOTA 8 A
NANSTAD CHIROPRACTIC  3 A
NORTHTOWN FORD 1 D
REGIS CATHOLIC SCHOOLS 4 B
ST JOSEPH’S HOSPITAL 7 A
WINDOW WORLD  1 C

Contributed photos
This U.S. lightweight crew will compete in the upcoming World Rowing Championships in Bulgaria. Team coxswain Eric Rhiel 
of Menomonie, a UW-Madison senior, is at far right. Next to Rhiel is former UW-Madison rower Ryan Fox. Anders Corbett, 
another former Badgers rower, is fourth from right. 

However, Rhiel’s par-
ents encouraged him to 
try out for the team. He 
did, and he became a  
team member, shouting di-
rections to his teammates 
as they rowed.

Rhiel has made the 
most of that experience. 
He recently captained an 
eight-man lightweight 
team to the U.S. cham-
pionship and a berth 
in the World Rowing 
Championships in 
Bulgaria next month. 

Badgers success
Despite being selected 

for the UW-Madison team 
as a freshman, Rhiel said 
he had second thoughts 
about his decision during 
the first year of the time-
consuming activity. 

“Something kept mak-
ing me want to come 
back,” Rhiel said. “The 
cool thing about it is the 
guys you meet, so many 
different people from all 
over, a lot of camaraderie 
builds up.”

At the end of his fist 
year Rhiel found him-
self as the only freshman 
steering four more expe-
rienced rowers in a mixed 
foursome. The require-
ment was that there be at 
least one freshman in the 
boat, which was him. The 
team placed second in 
its category in a national 
competition.

Another highlight oc-
curred last fall, when a 
team piloted by Rhiel 
won a highly competitive 
three-mile race in Boston 
on the Charles River. The 
winding river route placed 
a premium on steering and 

strategy, the domain of the 
coxswain. 

“They call it a cox-
swain’s course. You have 
to figure out the turns,” 
Rhiel said.

However, that season 
ended with a disappoint-
ing finish in the nation-
als in June. Rhiel asked his 
coaches what he could do 
to improve for his senior 
year of college. They sent 
him to a camp from which 
eight members would be 
chosen to represent the 
U.S. in the world light-
weight championships in 
Boston. The team need-
ed a coxswain, so Rhiel 
returned to the Charles 
River for the summer. 

Keeping trim
Lightweight rowing 

teams can average no 
more than 70 kilograms 
(154.5 pounds) apiece, sig-
nificantly less than the 
average weight of Rhiel’s 
rowing teammates on the 
UW-Madison team. The 
lightweight rowers main-
tain a strict diet even as 
they burn through calories 
rowing twice per day.

As a coxswain, Rhiel 
also follows a lean diet. 
He typically runs twice 
per day and usually rides 
his bicycle twice daily as 
well. His goal is to get to 
the minimum coxswain 
weight — 121 pounds.

“Nobody wants to be 
pulling around fat cox-
swain,” he said.

Making the team 
Rhiel said his experi-

ence in Boston has made 
him a better coxswain.

“These rowers are the 
best lightweights in the 
country. They all know 
how to row very well,” he 

said. “Their mistakes are 
minute. I have to have a 
finer eye to catch them 
when they’re messing up.”

Earlier this summer 
more experienced cox-
swains who were unavail-
able to train early in the 
summer joined the team. 
Despite his relative lack of 
experience, last week team 
members chose Rhiel to 
pilot them at the cham-
pionships in Bulgaria. It 
didn’t hurt Rhiel’s chanc-
es that two of the rowers 
were former UW-Madison 
teammates.

“I knew everyone. I 
knew their habits,” Rhiel 
said of his teammates. “It 
was easier for me to cor-
rect them on the water.”

Taking on the world
The team had one more 

challenge if it was to rep-
resent the U.S. in Bulgaria. 
It had to beat a veteran 
team that had been train-
ing at the Vesper Boat 
Club in Philadelphia. 

Under the rules for pick-
ing the national team, any 
crew can challenge the 
team picked in the nation-
al development camp, with 
the winner advancing to 
the championship. 

Last week, Rhiel’s team 
raced Vesper in a 2-kilo-
meter race in New Jersey, 
the standard internation-
al distance, and won by 
more than a boat length. 
Rhiel was worried be-

cause coaches had settled 
on the final eight row-
ers just three days be-
fore the event, meaning 
limited practice time for 
the group. He considered 
the win a vindication of 
the development camp 
process.

Rhiel and his team 
leave Aug. 9 for Plovdiv, 
Bulgaria; the competition 
is Aug. 15-17.

Rhiel’s parents are con-
sidering making the trip to 
see their son and his team-
mates in Bulgaria.

“We’re looking at what 
it would take,” Rhiel’s 
mother, Lisa Rhiel, said. 
“We’re waiting to see if 
other parents are going.” 

Rhiel said he’s come a 
long way from standing in 
line as a freshman at UW-
Madison. 

“I’ve been thinking a 
lot about where I am right 
now, how lucky I’ve been,” 
he said.

Knight can be reached 
at 715-830-5835, 800-236-
7077 or joe.knight@ecpc.
com.

“I think it’s a very ser-
viceable degree, and peo-
ple will walk away with 
valuable skills and knowl-
edge,” said Kate Lang, 
UW-Eau Claire’s academic 
director for the Bachelor 
of Professional Studies 
and chairwoman of the 
history department.

Two-year program for 
full-time students

University officials de-
signed the curriculum by 
asking faculty in several 
departments what people 
in their disciplines need 
to know to be leaders, she 
said.

“We wanted to take the 
best parts of a liberal arts 
education and combine 
them with practical skills 
to help students be suc-
cessful in the workplace,” 
Lang said.

Students attending full 
time — that means com-
pleting two classes every 
eight weeks plus summer 
school — can graduate in 
two years, although most 
of those currently enrolled 
are going half time.

Budde, who was the 
first student to sign up for 
the program and hopes 
to graduate next sum-

mer, is taking a full load 
and acknowledged it is a 
challenge.

“I don’t think a lot of 
people realize this online 
program is a lot of work,” 
Budde said. “It actually 
is real college classes; it’s 
not watered down at all. 
The professors don’t take 
it easy on you just because 
you’re working full time.”

Essays test mastery 
of the material

To participate, students 
should have access to a 
computer with an Internet 
connection, webcam and 
headset with a micro-
phone, although it is even 
possible to access the pro-
gram from a smartphone, 
Lang said.

Some professors ask stu-
dents to watch recorded 
lectures or PowerPoint 
presentations, while oth-
ers primarily require read-
ing and then use essays 
to test students’ mastery 
of the material. In lieu of 
class discussion, some 
courses require students 
to post online respons-
es to questions and then 
comment on their virtual 
classmates’ answers.

To accommodate the 
busy lives of nontradi-
tional students, the cours-

es don’t schedule meeting 
times and typically have 
about two deadlines per 
week when assignments 
must be turned in. 

“The students don’t ever 
have to come to campus, 
but we’re always happy to 
see them if they do,” Lang 
said.

While the Bachelor of 
Professional Studies is 
UW-Eau Claire’s first ven-
ture into a fully online 
program, the UW System 
offers at least 26 such 
bachelor’s degree pro-
grams, with six at UW-
Stout in Menomonie, and a 
total of about 4,600 online 
courses.

Surveys spur program 
creation

Some of the programs 
have arisen from UW-
Extension surveys about 
the workforce needs of re-
gional employers. Once 
those needs are identified, 
UW-Extension works with 
campuses to see if they 
have faculty expertise that 
could be tapped to cre-
ate an online program to 
fill the gaps, said George 
Kroeninger, assistant dean 
with UW-Extension’s 
Continuing Education 
Division.

“It’s a fairly new and 

efficient way to address 
high-need career areas,” 
Kroeninger said, adding 
that UW-Extension con-
tributes money for course 
development, market-
ing and student support 
services.

The alternative delivery 
method can be particular-
ly attractive for the tens of 
thousands of Wisconsin 
adults who have earned 
college credits but don’t 
have a degree to show for 
it, said Phil Huelsbeck, 
outreach program man-
ager for UW-Eau Claire 
Continuing Education.

So far, the average age 
of students in the UW-Eau 
Claire program is 38, with 
students ranging from 
26 to 54, and all of them 
are from Wisconsin and 
Minnesota. The geograph-
ic reach likely will expand 
nationally and possibly 
even globally as word gets 
around, he said.

“The response to the 
online degree program 
has been overwhelmingly 
positive,” Huelsbeck said. 
“I think it’s inevitable that 
online programs like this 
will grow.”

Lindquist can be reached 
at 715-833-9209, 800-236-
7077 or eric.lindquist@
ecpc.com.

from Page 1A

from Page 1A

■ A Page One story Friday incorrectly listed the 
year of the opening of the original W.R. Davies 
Student Center at UW-Eau Claire. The first parts of 
the building were finished in 1959.
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 Associated Press
Photo gallery curator Anna Wolska presents a photo of 
Marilyn Monroe by the late celebrity photographer Milton 
H. Greene on Friday in Warsaw, Poland.

Poland to auction Marilyn photos
WARSAW, Poland — Poland plans to auction off 

part of a photographic collection that includes hun-
dreds of photographs of Marilyn Monroe.

The collection includes close to 4,000 photographs 
taken by the late celebrity photographer Milton H. 
Greene. Some are well-known images, but Polish of-
ficials say they believe the collection might contain 
some previously unpublished works.

The photos ended up in Poland’s possession as the 
result of a complex embezzlement scandal that shook 
the country in the early 1990s. A Chicago business-
man accused of cheating Poland out of millions of 
dollars gave the collection to Poland in partial repay-
ment for the government’s loss.

 The Polish official in charge of cleaning up the 
lingering mess from the corruption affair, Marta 
Maciazek, said the photographic collection is valued 
at $680,000. She said some of the photos will go on 
exhibition soon and then will be put up for sale. 

The collection also includes photographs of Cary 
Grant, Frank Sinatra, Audrey Hepburn, Liza 
Minnelli, Marlene Dietrich, Paul Newman, 
Alfred Hitchcock and Marlon Brando.

Howard to lead Brickyard 400 field
INDIANAPOLIS — Director Ron Howard will 

have one of the best seats at this year’s Brickyard 400.  
Indianapolis Motor Speedway officials announced 

Friday that the Oscar-winning director would lead 
the field before the July 29 race at the storied 2.5-mile 
track.  

Howard’s latest project is titled “Rush” and depicts 
the Grand Prix clashes between Englishman James 
Hunt and Austrian Niki Lauda.  

Speedway President Jeff Belskus said Howard has 
immersed himself in motorsports culture while film-
ing “Rush” and is “an ideal person to pace the field.” 

Howard called driving the pace car a “once-in-a-
lifetime opportunity.” 

Movie director Norman Jewison, 86. 
Singer Yusuf Islam (Cat Stevens), 64. 

Cartoonist Garry Trudeau (“Doonesbury”), 64. 
Comedian-actor Robin Williams, 61. 

Comedian Jon Lovitz, 55. 
Actor Josh Hartnett, 34. 

“American Idol” runner-up Blake Lewis, 31. 
From news services

Correction

The Leader-Telegram strives for accuracy in all 
stories. But if mistakes occur, a correction will be 
printed. Contact Editor Don Huebscher at 715-833-
9216 or Local News Editor Gary Johnson at 715-833-
9211 for assistance. E-mail them at don.huebscher@
ecpc.com or gary.johnson@ecpc.com.
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Rowing/Next is world championships

Online/Response positive to program

BUFFALO RIVER VALLEY  3 B
FULLER-SPECKIEN-HULKE 2 B
HERITAGE CT MEMORY 1 C
MARKQUART TOYOTA 8 A
NANSTAD CHIROPRACTIC  3 A
NORTHTOWN FORD 1 D
REGIS CATHOLIC SCHOOLS 4 B
ST JOSEPH’S HOSPITAL 7 A
WINDOW WORLD  1 C

Contributed photos
This U.S. lightweight crew will compete in the upcoming World Rowing Championships in Bulgaria. Team coxswain Eric Rhiel 
of Menomonie, a UW-Madison senior, is at far right. Next to Rhiel is former UW-Madison rower Ryan Fox. Anders Corbett, 
another former Badgers rower, is fourth from right. 

However, Rhiel’s par-
ents encouraged him to 
try out for the team. He 
did, and he became a  
team member, shouting di-
rections to his teammates 
as they rowed.

Rhiel has made the 
most of that experience. 
He recently captained an 
eight-man lightweight 
team to the U.S. cham-
pionship and a berth 
in the World Rowing 
Championships in 
Bulgaria next month. 

Badgers success
Despite being selected 

for the UW-Madison team 
as a freshman, Rhiel said 
he had second thoughts 
about his decision during 
the first year of the time-
consuming activity. 

“Something kept mak-
ing me want to come 
back,” Rhiel said. “The 
cool thing about it is the 
guys you meet, so many 
different people from all 
over, a lot of camaraderie 
builds up.”

At the end of his fist 
year Rhiel found him-
self as the only freshman 
steering four more expe-
rienced rowers in a mixed 
foursome. The require-
ment was that there be at 
least one freshman in the 
boat, which was him. The 
team placed second in 
its category in a national 
competition.

Another highlight oc-
curred last fall, when a 
team piloted by Rhiel 
won a highly competitive 
three-mile race in Boston 
on the Charles River. The 
winding river route placed 
a premium on steering and 

strategy, the domain of the 
coxswain. 

“They call it a cox-
swain’s course. You have 
to figure out the turns,” 
Rhiel said.

However, that season 
ended with a disappoint-
ing finish in the nation-
als in June. Rhiel asked his 
coaches what he could do 
to improve for his senior 
year of college. They sent 
him to a camp from which 
eight members would be 
chosen to represent the 
U.S. in the world light-
weight championships in 
Boston. The team need-
ed a coxswain, so Rhiel 
returned to the Charles 
River for the summer. 

Keeping trim
Lightweight rowing 

teams can average no 
more than 70 kilograms 
(154.5 pounds) apiece, sig-
nificantly less than the 
average weight of Rhiel’s 
rowing teammates on the 
UW-Madison team. The 
lightweight rowers main-
tain a strict diet even as 
they burn through calories 
rowing twice per day.

As a coxswain, Rhiel 
also follows a lean diet. 
He typically runs twice 
per day and usually rides 
his bicycle twice daily as 
well. His goal is to get to 
the minimum coxswain 
weight — 121 pounds.

“Nobody wants to be 
pulling around fat cox-
swain,” he said.

Making the team 
Rhiel said his experi-

ence in Boston has made 
him a better coxswain.

“These rowers are the 
best lightweights in the 
country. They all know 
how to row very well,” he 

said. “Their mistakes are 
minute. I have to have a 
finer eye to catch them 
when they’re messing up.”

Earlier this summer 
more experienced cox-
swains who were unavail-
able to train early in the 
summer joined the team. 
Despite his relative lack of 
experience, last week team 
members chose Rhiel to 
pilot them at the cham-
pionships in Bulgaria. It 
didn’t hurt Rhiel’s chanc-
es that two of the rowers 
were former UW-Madison 
teammates.

“I knew everyone. I 
knew their habits,” Rhiel 
said of his teammates. “It 
was easier for me to cor-
rect them on the water.”

Taking on the world
The team had one more 

challenge if it was to rep-
resent the U.S. in Bulgaria. 
It had to beat a veteran 
team that had been train-
ing at the Vesper Boat 
Club in Philadelphia. 

Under the rules for pick-
ing the national team, any 
crew can challenge the 
team picked in the nation-
al development camp, with 
the winner advancing to 
the championship. 

Last week, Rhiel’s team 
raced Vesper in a 2-kilo-
meter race in New Jersey, 
the standard internation-
al distance, and won by 
more than a boat length. 
Rhiel was worried be-

cause coaches had settled 
on the final eight row-
ers just three days be-
fore the event, meaning 
limited practice time for 
the group. He considered 
the win a vindication of 
the development camp 
process.

Rhiel and his team 
leave Aug. 9 for Plovdiv, 
Bulgaria; the competition 
is Aug. 15-17.

Rhiel’s parents are con-
sidering making the trip to 
see their son and his team-
mates in Bulgaria.

“We’re looking at what 
it would take,” Rhiel’s 
mother, Lisa Rhiel, said. 
“We’re waiting to see if 
other parents are going.” 

Rhiel said he’s come a 
long way from standing in 
line as a freshman at UW-
Madison. 

“I’ve been thinking a 
lot about where I am right 
now, how lucky I’ve been,” 
he said.

Knight can be reached 
at 715-830-5835, 800-236-
7077 or joe.knight@ecpc.
com.

“I think it’s a very ser-
viceable degree, and peo-
ple will walk away with 
valuable skills and knowl-
edge,” said Kate Lang, 
UW-Eau Claire’s academic 
director for the Bachelor 
of Professional Studies 
and chairwoman of the 
history department.

Two-year program for 
full-time students

University officials de-
signed the curriculum by 
asking faculty in several 
departments what people 
in their disciplines need 
to know to be leaders, she 
said.

“We wanted to take the 
best parts of a liberal arts 
education and combine 
them with practical skills 
to help students be suc-
cessful in the workplace,” 
Lang said.

Students attending full 
time — that means com-
pleting two classes every 
eight weeks plus summer 
school — can graduate in 
two years, although most 
of those currently enrolled 
are going half time.

Budde, who was the 
first student to sign up for 
the program and hopes 
to graduate next sum-

mer, is taking a full load 
and acknowledged it is a 
challenge.

“I don’t think a lot of 
people realize this online 
program is a lot of work,” 
Budde said. “It actually 
is real college classes; it’s 
not watered down at all. 
The professors don’t take 
it easy on you just because 
you’re working full time.”

Essays test mastery 
of the material

To participate, students 
should have access to a 
computer with an Internet 
connection, webcam and 
headset with a micro-
phone, although it is even 
possible to access the pro-
gram from a smartphone, 
Lang said.

Some professors ask stu-
dents to watch recorded 
lectures or PowerPoint 
presentations, while oth-
ers primarily require read-
ing and then use essays 
to test students’ mastery 
of the material. In lieu of 
class discussion, some 
courses require students 
to post online respons-
es to questions and then 
comment on their virtual 
classmates’ answers.

To accommodate the 
busy lives of nontradi-
tional students, the cours-

es don’t schedule meeting 
times and typically have 
about two deadlines per 
week when assignments 
must be turned in. 

“The students don’t ever 
have to come to campus, 
but we’re always happy to 
see them if they do,” Lang 
said.

While the Bachelor of 
Professional Studies is 
UW-Eau Claire’s first ven-
ture into a fully online 
program, the UW System 
offers at least 26 such 
bachelor’s degree pro-
grams, with six at UW-
Stout in Menomonie, and a 
total of about 4,600 online 
courses.

Surveys spur program 
creation

Some of the programs 
have arisen from UW-
Extension surveys about 
the workforce needs of re-
gional employers. Once 
those needs are identified, 
UW-Extension works with 
campuses to see if they 
have faculty expertise that 
could be tapped to cre-
ate an online program to 
fill the gaps, said George 
Kroeninger, assistant dean 
with UW-Extension’s 
Continuing Education 
Division.

“It’s a fairly new and 

efficient way to address 
high-need career areas,” 
Kroeninger said, adding 
that UW-Extension con-
tributes money for course 
development, market-
ing and student support 
services.

The alternative delivery 
method can be particular-
ly attractive for the tens of 
thousands of Wisconsin 
adults who have earned 
college credits but don’t 
have a degree to show for 
it, said Phil Huelsbeck, 
outreach program man-
ager for UW-Eau Claire 
Continuing Education.

So far, the average age 
of students in the UW-Eau 
Claire program is 38, with 
students ranging from 
26 to 54, and all of them 
are from Wisconsin and 
Minnesota. The geograph-
ic reach likely will expand 
nationally and possibly 
even globally as word gets 
around, he said.

“The response to the 
online degree program 
has been overwhelmingly 
positive,” Huelsbeck said. 
“I think it’s inevitable that 
online programs like this 
will grow.”

Lindquist can be reached 
at 715-833-9209, 800-236-
7077 or eric.lindquist@
ecpc.com.

from Page 1A
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■ A Page One story Friday incorrectly listed the 
year of the opening of the original W.R. Davies 
Student Center at UW-Eau Claire. The first parts of 
the building were finished in 1959.
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 Associated Press
Photo gallery curator Anna Wolska presents a photo of 
Marilyn Monroe by the late celebrity photographer Milton 
H. Greene on Friday in Warsaw, Poland.

Poland to auction Marilyn photos
WARSAW, Poland — Poland plans to auction off 

part of a photographic collection that includes hun-
dreds of photographs of Marilyn Monroe.

The collection includes close to 4,000 photographs 
taken by the late celebrity photographer Milton H. 
Greene. Some are well-known images, but Polish of-
ficials say they believe the collection might contain 
some previously unpublished works.

The photos ended up in Poland’s possession as the 
result of a complex embezzlement scandal that shook 
the country in the early 1990s. A Chicago business-
man accused of cheating Poland out of millions of 
dollars gave the collection to Poland in partial repay-
ment for the government’s loss.

 The Polish official in charge of cleaning up the 
lingering mess from the corruption affair, Marta 
Maciazek, said the photographic collection is valued 
at $680,000. She said some of the photos will go on 
exhibition soon and then will be put up for sale. 

The collection also includes photographs of Cary 
Grant, Frank Sinatra, Audrey Hepburn, Liza 
Minnelli, Marlene Dietrich, Paul Newman, 
Alfred Hitchcock and Marlon Brando.

Howard to lead Brickyard 400 field
INDIANAPOLIS — Director Ron Howard will 

have one of the best seats at this year’s Brickyard 400.  
Indianapolis Motor Speedway officials announced 

Friday that the Oscar-winning director would lead 
the field before the July 29 race at the storied 2.5-mile 
track.  

Howard’s latest project is titled “Rush” and depicts 
the Grand Prix clashes between Englishman James 
Hunt and Austrian Niki Lauda.  

Speedway President Jeff Belskus said Howard has 
immersed himself in motorsports culture while film-
ing “Rush” and is “an ideal person to pace the field.” 

Howard called driving the pace car a “once-in-a-
lifetime opportunity.” 

Movie director Norman Jewison, 86. 
Singer Yusuf Islam (Cat Stevens), 64. 

Cartoonist Garry Trudeau (“Doonesbury”), 64. 
Comedian-actor Robin Williams, 61. 

Comedian Jon Lovitz, 55. 
Actor Josh Hartnett, 34. 

“American Idol” runner-up Blake Lewis, 31. 
From news services

Correction

The Leader-Telegram strives for accuracy in all 
stories. But if mistakes occur, a correction will be 
printed. Contact Editor Don Huebscher at 715-833-
9216 or Local News Editor Gary Johnson at 715-833-
9211 for assistance. E-mail them at don.huebscher@
ecpc.com or gary.johnson@ecpc.com.

Celebrities

T O D A Y ’ S  B I R T H D A Y S

Lotteries
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Rowing/Next is world championships

Online/Response positive to program

BUFFALO RIVER VALLEY  3 B
FULLER-SPECKIEN-HULKE 2 B
HERITAGE CT MEMORY 1 C
MARKQUART TOYOTA 8 A
NANSTAD CHIROPRACTIC  3 A
NORTHTOWN FORD 1 D
REGIS CATHOLIC SCHOOLS 4 B
ST JOSEPH’S HOSPITAL 7 A
WINDOW WORLD  1 C

Contributed photos
This U.S. lightweight crew will compete in the upcoming World Rowing Championships in Bulgaria. Team coxswain Eric Rhiel 
of Menomonie, a UW-Madison senior, is at far right. Next to Rhiel is former UW-Madison rower Ryan Fox. Anders Corbett, 
another former Badgers rower, is fourth from right. 

However, Rhiel’s par-
ents encouraged him to 
try out for the team. He 
did, and he became a  
team member, shouting di-
rections to his teammates 
as they rowed.

Rhiel has made the 
most of that experience. 
He recently captained an 
eight-man lightweight 
team to the U.S. cham-
pionship and a berth 
in the World Rowing 
Championships in 
Bulgaria next month. 

Badgers success
Despite being selected 

for the UW-Madison team 
as a freshman, Rhiel said 
he had second thoughts 
about his decision during 
the first year of the time-
consuming activity. 

“Something kept mak-
ing me want to come 
back,” Rhiel said. “The 
cool thing about it is the 
guys you meet, so many 
different people from all 
over, a lot of camaraderie 
builds up.”

At the end of his fist 
year Rhiel found him-
self as the only freshman 
steering four more expe-
rienced rowers in a mixed 
foursome. The require-
ment was that there be at 
least one freshman in the 
boat, which was him. The 
team placed second in 
its category in a national 
competition.

Another highlight oc-
curred last fall, when a 
team piloted by Rhiel 
won a highly competitive 
three-mile race in Boston 
on the Charles River. The 
winding river route placed 
a premium on steering and 

strategy, the domain of the 
coxswain. 

“They call it a cox-
swain’s course. You have 
to figure out the turns,” 
Rhiel said.

However, that season 
ended with a disappoint-
ing finish in the nation-
als in June. Rhiel asked his 
coaches what he could do 
to improve for his senior 
year of college. They sent 
him to a camp from which 
eight members would be 
chosen to represent the 
U.S. in the world light-
weight championships in 
Boston. The team need-
ed a coxswain, so Rhiel 
returned to the Charles 
River for the summer. 

Keeping trim
Lightweight rowing 

teams can average no 
more than 70 kilograms 
(154.5 pounds) apiece, sig-
nificantly less than the 
average weight of Rhiel’s 
rowing teammates on the 
UW-Madison team. The 
lightweight rowers main-
tain a strict diet even as 
they burn through calories 
rowing twice per day.

As a coxswain, Rhiel 
also follows a lean diet. 
He typically runs twice 
per day and usually rides 
his bicycle twice daily as 
well. His goal is to get to 
the minimum coxswain 
weight — 121 pounds.

“Nobody wants to be 
pulling around fat cox-
swain,” he said.

Making the team 
Rhiel said his experi-

ence in Boston has made 
him a better coxswain.

“These rowers are the 
best lightweights in the 
country. They all know 
how to row very well,” he 

said. “Their mistakes are 
minute. I have to have a 
finer eye to catch them 
when they’re messing up.”

Earlier this summer 
more experienced cox-
swains who were unavail-
able to train early in the 
summer joined the team. 
Despite his relative lack of 
experience, last week team 
members chose Rhiel to 
pilot them at the cham-
pionships in Bulgaria. It 
didn’t hurt Rhiel’s chanc-
es that two of the rowers 
were former UW-Madison 
teammates.

“I knew everyone. I 
knew their habits,” Rhiel 
said of his teammates. “It 
was easier for me to cor-
rect them on the water.”

Taking on the world
The team had one more 

challenge if it was to rep-
resent the U.S. in Bulgaria. 
It had to beat a veteran 
team that had been train-
ing at the Vesper Boat 
Club in Philadelphia. 

Under the rules for pick-
ing the national team, any 
crew can challenge the 
team picked in the nation-
al development camp, with 
the winner advancing to 
the championship. 

Last week, Rhiel’s team 
raced Vesper in a 2-kilo-
meter race in New Jersey, 
the standard internation-
al distance, and won by 
more than a boat length. 
Rhiel was worried be-

cause coaches had settled 
on the final eight row-
ers just three days be-
fore the event, meaning 
limited practice time for 
the group. He considered 
the win a vindication of 
the development camp 
process.

Rhiel and his team 
leave Aug. 9 for Plovdiv, 
Bulgaria; the competition 
is Aug. 15-17.

Rhiel’s parents are con-
sidering making the trip to 
see their son and his team-
mates in Bulgaria.

“We’re looking at what 
it would take,” Rhiel’s 
mother, Lisa Rhiel, said. 
“We’re waiting to see if 
other parents are going.” 

Rhiel said he’s come a 
long way from standing in 
line as a freshman at UW-
Madison. 

“I’ve been thinking a 
lot about where I am right 
now, how lucky I’ve been,” 
he said.

Knight can be reached 
at 715-830-5835, 800-236-
7077 or joe.knight@ecpc.
com.

“I think it’s a very ser-
viceable degree, and peo-
ple will walk away with 
valuable skills and knowl-
edge,” said Kate Lang, 
UW-Eau Claire’s academic 
director for the Bachelor 
of Professional Studies 
and chairwoman of the 
history department.

Two-year program for 
full-time students

University officials de-
signed the curriculum by 
asking faculty in several 
departments what people 
in their disciplines need 
to know to be leaders, she 
said.

“We wanted to take the 
best parts of a liberal arts 
education and combine 
them with practical skills 
to help students be suc-
cessful in the workplace,” 
Lang said.

Students attending full 
time — that means com-
pleting two classes every 
eight weeks plus summer 
school — can graduate in 
two years, although most 
of those currently enrolled 
are going half time.

Budde, who was the 
first student to sign up for 
the program and hopes 
to graduate next sum-

mer, is taking a full load 
and acknowledged it is a 
challenge.

“I don’t think a lot of 
people realize this online 
program is a lot of work,” 
Budde said. “It actually 
is real college classes; it’s 
not watered down at all. 
The professors don’t take 
it easy on you just because 
you’re working full time.”

Essays test mastery 
of the material

To participate, students 
should have access to a 
computer with an Internet 
connection, webcam and 
headset with a micro-
phone, although it is even 
possible to access the pro-
gram from a smartphone, 
Lang said.

Some professors ask stu-
dents to watch recorded 
lectures or PowerPoint 
presentations, while oth-
ers primarily require read-
ing and then use essays 
to test students’ mastery 
of the material. In lieu of 
class discussion, some 
courses require students 
to post online respons-
es to questions and then 
comment on their virtual 
classmates’ answers.

To accommodate the 
busy lives of nontradi-
tional students, the cours-

es don’t schedule meeting 
times and typically have 
about two deadlines per 
week when assignments 
must be turned in. 

“The students don’t ever 
have to come to campus, 
but we’re always happy to 
see them if they do,” Lang 
said.

While the Bachelor of 
Professional Studies is 
UW-Eau Claire’s first ven-
ture into a fully online 
program, the UW System 
offers at least 26 such 
bachelor’s degree pro-
grams, with six at UW-
Stout in Menomonie, and a 
total of about 4,600 online 
courses.

Surveys spur program 
creation

Some of the programs 
have arisen from UW-
Extension surveys about 
the workforce needs of re-
gional employers. Once 
those needs are identified, 
UW-Extension works with 
campuses to see if they 
have faculty expertise that 
could be tapped to cre-
ate an online program to 
fill the gaps, said George 
Kroeninger, assistant dean 
with UW-Extension’s 
Continuing Education 
Division.

“It’s a fairly new and 

efficient way to address 
high-need career areas,” 
Kroeninger said, adding 
that UW-Extension con-
tributes money for course 
development, market-
ing and student support 
services.

The alternative delivery 
method can be particular-
ly attractive for the tens of 
thousands of Wisconsin 
adults who have earned 
college credits but don’t 
have a degree to show for 
it, said Phil Huelsbeck, 
outreach program man-
ager for UW-Eau Claire 
Continuing Education.

So far, the average age 
of students in the UW-Eau 
Claire program is 38, with 
students ranging from 
26 to 54, and all of them 
are from Wisconsin and 
Minnesota. The geograph-
ic reach likely will expand 
nationally and possibly 
even globally as word gets 
around, he said.

“The response to the 
online degree program 
has been overwhelmingly 
positive,” Huelsbeck said. 
“I think it’s inevitable that 
online programs like this 
will grow.”

Lindquist can be reached 
at 715-833-9209, 800-236-
7077 or eric.lindquist@
ecpc.com.
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■ A Page One story Friday incorrectly listed the 
year of the opening of the original W.R. Davies 
Student Center at UW-Eau Claire. The first parts of 
the building were finished in 1959.
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 Associated Press
Photo gallery curator Anna Wolska presents a photo of 
Marilyn Monroe by the late celebrity photographer Milton 
H. Greene on Friday in Warsaw, Poland.

Poland to auction Marilyn photos
WARSAW, Poland — Poland plans to auction off 

part of a photographic collection that includes hun-
dreds of photographs of Marilyn Monroe.

The collection includes close to 4,000 photographs 
taken by the late celebrity photographer Milton H. 
Greene. Some are well-known images, but Polish of-
ficials say they believe the collection might contain 
some previously unpublished works.

The photos ended up in Poland’s possession as the 
result of a complex embezzlement scandal that shook 
the country in the early 1990s. A Chicago business-
man accused of cheating Poland out of millions of 
dollars gave the collection to Poland in partial repay-
ment for the government’s loss.

 The Polish official in charge of cleaning up the 
lingering mess from the corruption affair, Marta 
Maciazek, said the photographic collection is valued 
at $680,000. She said some of the photos will go on 
exhibition soon and then will be put up for sale. 

The collection also includes photographs of Cary 
Grant, Frank Sinatra, Audrey Hepburn, Liza 
Minnelli, Marlene Dietrich, Paul Newman, 
Alfred Hitchcock and Marlon Brando.

Howard to lead Brickyard 400 field
INDIANAPOLIS — Director Ron Howard will 

have one of the best seats at this year’s Brickyard 400.  
Indianapolis Motor Speedway officials announced 

Friday that the Oscar-winning director would lead 
the field before the July 29 race at the storied 2.5-mile 
track.  

Howard’s latest project is titled “Rush” and depicts 
the Grand Prix clashes between Englishman James 
Hunt and Austrian Niki Lauda.  

Speedway President Jeff Belskus said Howard has 
immersed himself in motorsports culture while film-
ing “Rush” and is “an ideal person to pace the field.” 

Howard called driving the pace car a “once-in-a-
lifetime opportunity.” 

Movie director Norman Jewison, 86. 
Singer Yusuf Islam (Cat Stevens), 64. 

Cartoonist Garry Trudeau (“Doonesbury”), 64. 
Comedian-actor Robin Williams, 61. 

Comedian Jon Lovitz, 55. 
Actor Josh Hartnett, 34. 

“American Idol” runner-up Blake Lewis, 31. 
From news services

Correction

The Leader-Telegram strives for accuracy in all 
stories. But if mistakes occur, a correction will be 
printed. Contact Editor Don Huebscher at 715-833-
9216 or Local News Editor Gary Johnson at 715-833-
9211 for assistance. E-mail them at don.huebscher@
ecpc.com or gary.johnson@ecpc.com.
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Rowing/Next is world championships

Online/Response positive to program

BUFFALO RIVER VALLEY  3 B
FULLER-SPECKIEN-HULKE 2 B
HERITAGE CT MEMORY 1 C
MARKQUART TOYOTA 8 A
NANSTAD CHIROPRACTIC  3 A
NORTHTOWN FORD 1 D
REGIS CATHOLIC SCHOOLS 4 B
ST JOSEPH’S HOSPITAL 7 A
WINDOW WORLD  1 C

Contributed photos
This U.S. lightweight crew will compete in the upcoming World Rowing Championships in Bulgaria. Team coxswain Eric Rhiel 
of Menomonie, a UW-Madison senior, is at far right. Next to Rhiel is former UW-Madison rower Ryan Fox. Anders Corbett, 
another former Badgers rower, is fourth from right. 

However, Rhiel’s par-
ents encouraged him to 
try out for the team. He 
did, and he became a  
team member, shouting di-
rections to his teammates 
as they rowed.

Rhiel has made the 
most of that experience. 
He recently captained an 
eight-man lightweight 
team to the U.S. cham-
pionship and a berth 
in the World Rowing 
Championships in 
Bulgaria next month. 

Badgers success
Despite being selected 

for the UW-Madison team 
as a freshman, Rhiel said 
he had second thoughts 
about his decision during 
the first year of the time-
consuming activity. 

“Something kept mak-
ing me want to come 
back,” Rhiel said. “The 
cool thing about it is the 
guys you meet, so many 
different people from all 
over, a lot of camaraderie 
builds up.”

At the end of his fist 
year Rhiel found him-
self as the only freshman 
steering four more expe-
rienced rowers in a mixed 
foursome. The require-
ment was that there be at 
least one freshman in the 
boat, which was him. The 
team placed second in 
its category in a national 
competition.

Another highlight oc-
curred last fall, when a 
team piloted by Rhiel 
won a highly competitive 
three-mile race in Boston 
on the Charles River. The 
winding river route placed 
a premium on steering and 

strategy, the domain of the 
coxswain. 

“They call it a cox-
swain’s course. You have 
to figure out the turns,” 
Rhiel said.

However, that season 
ended with a disappoint-
ing finish in the nation-
als in June. Rhiel asked his 
coaches what he could do 
to improve for his senior 
year of college. They sent 
him to a camp from which 
eight members would be 
chosen to represent the 
U.S. in the world light-
weight championships in 
Boston. The team need-
ed a coxswain, so Rhiel 
returned to the Charles 
River for the summer. 

Keeping trim
Lightweight rowing 

teams can average no 
more than 70 kilograms 
(154.5 pounds) apiece, sig-
nificantly less than the 
average weight of Rhiel’s 
rowing teammates on the 
UW-Madison team. The 
lightweight rowers main-
tain a strict diet even as 
they burn through calories 
rowing twice per day.

As a coxswain, Rhiel 
also follows a lean diet. 
He typically runs twice 
per day and usually rides 
his bicycle twice daily as 
well. His goal is to get to 
the minimum coxswain 
weight — 121 pounds.

“Nobody wants to be 
pulling around fat cox-
swain,” he said.

Making the team 
Rhiel said his experi-

ence in Boston has made 
him a better coxswain.

“These rowers are the 
best lightweights in the 
country. They all know 
how to row very well,” he 

said. “Their mistakes are 
minute. I have to have a 
finer eye to catch them 
when they’re messing up.”

Earlier this summer 
more experienced cox-
swains who were unavail-
able to train early in the 
summer joined the team. 
Despite his relative lack of 
experience, last week team 
members chose Rhiel to 
pilot them at the cham-
pionships in Bulgaria. It 
didn’t hurt Rhiel’s chanc-
es that two of the rowers 
were former UW-Madison 
teammates.

“I knew everyone. I 
knew their habits,” Rhiel 
said of his teammates. “It 
was easier for me to cor-
rect them on the water.”

Taking on the world
The team had one more 

challenge if it was to rep-
resent the U.S. in Bulgaria. 
It had to beat a veteran 
team that had been train-
ing at the Vesper Boat 
Club in Philadelphia. 

Under the rules for pick-
ing the national team, any 
crew can challenge the 
team picked in the nation-
al development camp, with 
the winner advancing to 
the championship. 

Last week, Rhiel’s team 
raced Vesper in a 2-kilo-
meter race in New Jersey, 
the standard internation-
al distance, and won by 
more than a boat length. 
Rhiel was worried be-

cause coaches had settled 
on the final eight row-
ers just three days be-
fore the event, meaning 
limited practice time for 
the group. He considered 
the win a vindication of 
the development camp 
process.

Rhiel and his team 
leave Aug. 9 for Plovdiv, 
Bulgaria; the competition 
is Aug. 15-17.

Rhiel’s parents are con-
sidering making the trip to 
see their son and his team-
mates in Bulgaria.

“We’re looking at what 
it would take,” Rhiel’s 
mother, Lisa Rhiel, said. 
“We’re waiting to see if 
other parents are going.” 

Rhiel said he’s come a 
long way from standing in 
line as a freshman at UW-
Madison. 

“I’ve been thinking a 
lot about where I am right 
now, how lucky I’ve been,” 
he said.

Knight can be reached 
at 715-830-5835, 800-236-
7077 or joe.knight@ecpc.
com.

“I think it’s a very ser-
viceable degree, and peo-
ple will walk away with 
valuable skills and knowl-
edge,” said Kate Lang, 
UW-Eau Claire’s academic 
director for the Bachelor 
of Professional Studies 
and chairwoman of the 
history department.

Two-year program for 
full-time students

University officials de-
signed the curriculum by 
asking faculty in several 
departments what people 
in their disciplines need 
to know to be leaders, she 
said.

“We wanted to take the 
best parts of a liberal arts 
education and combine 
them with practical skills 
to help students be suc-
cessful in the workplace,” 
Lang said.

Students attending full 
time — that means com-
pleting two classes every 
eight weeks plus summer 
school — can graduate in 
two years, although most 
of those currently enrolled 
are going half time.

Budde, who was the 
first student to sign up for 
the program and hopes 
to graduate next sum-

mer, is taking a full load 
and acknowledged it is a 
challenge.

“I don’t think a lot of 
people realize this online 
program is a lot of work,” 
Budde said. “It actually 
is real college classes; it’s 
not watered down at all. 
The professors don’t take 
it easy on you just because 
you’re working full time.”

Essays test mastery 
of the material

To participate, students 
should have access to a 
computer with an Internet 
connection, webcam and 
headset with a micro-
phone, although it is even 
possible to access the pro-
gram from a smartphone, 
Lang said.

Some professors ask stu-
dents to watch recorded 
lectures or PowerPoint 
presentations, while oth-
ers primarily require read-
ing and then use essays 
to test students’ mastery 
of the material. In lieu of 
class discussion, some 
courses require students 
to post online respons-
es to questions and then 
comment on their virtual 
classmates’ answers.

To accommodate the 
busy lives of nontradi-
tional students, the cours-

es don’t schedule meeting 
times and typically have 
about two deadlines per 
week when assignments 
must be turned in. 

“The students don’t ever 
have to come to campus, 
but we’re always happy to 
see them if they do,” Lang 
said.

While the Bachelor of 
Professional Studies is 
UW-Eau Claire’s first ven-
ture into a fully online 
program, the UW System 
offers at least 26 such 
bachelor’s degree pro-
grams, with six at UW-
Stout in Menomonie, and a 
total of about 4,600 online 
courses.

Surveys spur program 
creation

Some of the programs 
have arisen from UW-
Extension surveys about 
the workforce needs of re-
gional employers. Once 
those needs are identified, 
UW-Extension works with 
campuses to see if they 
have faculty expertise that 
could be tapped to cre-
ate an online program to 
fill the gaps, said George 
Kroeninger, assistant dean 
with UW-Extension’s 
Continuing Education 
Division.

“It’s a fairly new and 

efficient way to address 
high-need career areas,” 
Kroeninger said, adding 
that UW-Extension con-
tributes money for course 
development, market-
ing and student support 
services.

The alternative delivery 
method can be particular-
ly attractive for the tens of 
thousands of Wisconsin 
adults who have earned 
college credits but don’t 
have a degree to show for 
it, said Phil Huelsbeck, 
outreach program man-
ager for UW-Eau Claire 
Continuing Education.

So far, the average age 
of students in the UW-Eau 
Claire program is 38, with 
students ranging from 
26 to 54, and all of them 
are from Wisconsin and 
Minnesota. The geograph-
ic reach likely will expand 
nationally and possibly 
even globally as word gets 
around, he said.

“The response to the 
online degree program 
has been overwhelmingly 
positive,” Huelsbeck said. 
“I think it’s inevitable that 
online programs like this 
will grow.”

Lindquist can be reached 
at 715-833-9209, 800-236-
7077 or eric.lindquist@
ecpc.com.
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■ A Page One story Friday incorrectly listed the 
year of the opening of the original W.R. Davies 
Student Center at UW-Eau Claire. The first parts of 
the building were finished in 1959.
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 Associated Press
Photo gallery curator Anna Wolska presents a photo of 
Marilyn Monroe by the late celebrity photographer Milton 
H. Greene on Friday in Warsaw, Poland.

Poland to auction Marilyn photos
WARSAW, Poland — Poland plans to auction off 

part of a photographic collection that includes hun-
dreds of photographs of Marilyn Monroe.

The collection includes close to 4,000 photographs 
taken by the late celebrity photographer Milton H. 
Greene. Some are well-known images, but Polish of-
ficials say they believe the collection might contain 
some previously unpublished works.

The photos ended up in Poland’s possession as the 
result of a complex embezzlement scandal that shook 
the country in the early 1990s. A Chicago business-
man accused of cheating Poland out of millions of 
dollars gave the collection to Poland in partial repay-
ment for the government’s loss.

 The Polish official in charge of cleaning up the 
lingering mess from the corruption affair, Marta 
Maciazek, said the photographic collection is valued 
at $680,000. She said some of the photos will go on 
exhibition soon and then will be put up for sale. 

The collection also includes photographs of Cary 
Grant, Frank Sinatra, Audrey Hepburn, Liza 
Minnelli, Marlene Dietrich, Paul Newman, 
Alfred Hitchcock and Marlon Brando.

Howard to lead Brickyard 400 field
INDIANAPOLIS — Director Ron Howard will 

have one of the best seats at this year’s Brickyard 400.  
Indianapolis Motor Speedway officials announced 

Friday that the Oscar-winning director would lead 
the field before the July 29 race at the storied 2.5-mile 
track.  

Howard’s latest project is titled “Rush” and depicts 
the Grand Prix clashes between Englishman James 
Hunt and Austrian Niki Lauda.  

Speedway President Jeff Belskus said Howard has 
immersed himself in motorsports culture while film-
ing “Rush” and is “an ideal person to pace the field.” 

Howard called driving the pace car a “once-in-a-
lifetime opportunity.” 

Movie director Norman Jewison, 86. 
Singer Yusuf Islam (Cat Stevens), 64. 

Cartoonist Garry Trudeau (“Doonesbury”), 64. 
Comedian-actor Robin Williams, 61. 

Comedian Jon Lovitz, 55. 
Actor Josh Hartnett, 34. 

“American Idol” runner-up Blake Lewis, 31. 
From news services

Correction

The Leader-Telegram strives for accuracy in all 
stories. But if mistakes occur, a correction will be 
printed. Contact Editor Don Huebscher at 715-833-
9216 or Local News Editor Gary Johnson at 715-833-
9211 for assistance. E-mail them at don.huebscher@
ecpc.com or gary.johnson@ecpc.com.
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Rowing/Next is world championships

Online/Response positive to program

BUFFALO RIVER VALLEY  3 B
FULLER-SPECKIEN-HULKE 2 B
HERITAGE CT MEMORY 1 C
MARKQUART TOYOTA 8 A
NANSTAD CHIROPRACTIC  3 A
NORTHTOWN FORD 1 D
REGIS CATHOLIC SCHOOLS 4 B
ST JOSEPH’S HOSPITAL 7 A
WINDOW WORLD  1 C

Contributed photos
This U.S. lightweight crew will compete in the upcoming World Rowing Championships in Bulgaria. Team coxswain Eric Rhiel 
of Menomonie, a UW-Madison senior, is at far right. Next to Rhiel is former UW-Madison rower Ryan Fox. Anders Corbett, 
another former Badgers rower, is fourth from right. 

However, Rhiel’s par-
ents encouraged him to 
try out for the team. He 
did, and he became a  
team member, shouting di-
rections to his teammates 
as they rowed.

Rhiel has made the 
most of that experience. 
He recently captained an 
eight-man lightweight 
team to the U.S. cham-
pionship and a berth 
in the World Rowing 
Championships in 
Bulgaria next month. 

Badgers success
Despite being selected 

for the UW-Madison team 
as a freshman, Rhiel said 
he had second thoughts 
about his decision during 
the first year of the time-
consuming activity. 

“Something kept mak-
ing me want to come 
back,” Rhiel said. “The 
cool thing about it is the 
guys you meet, so many 
different people from all 
over, a lot of camaraderie 
builds up.”

At the end of his fist 
year Rhiel found him-
self as the only freshman 
steering four more expe-
rienced rowers in a mixed 
foursome. The require-
ment was that there be at 
least one freshman in the 
boat, which was him. The 
team placed second in 
its category in a national 
competition.

Another highlight oc-
curred last fall, when a 
team piloted by Rhiel 
won a highly competitive 
three-mile race in Boston 
on the Charles River. The 
winding river route placed 
a premium on steering and 

strategy, the domain of the 
coxswain. 

“They call it a cox-
swain’s course. You have 
to figure out the turns,” 
Rhiel said.

However, that season 
ended with a disappoint-
ing finish in the nation-
als in June. Rhiel asked his 
coaches what he could do 
to improve for his senior 
year of college. They sent 
him to a camp from which 
eight members would be 
chosen to represent the 
U.S. in the world light-
weight championships in 
Boston. The team need-
ed a coxswain, so Rhiel 
returned to the Charles 
River for the summer. 

Keeping trim
Lightweight rowing 

teams can average no 
more than 70 kilograms 
(154.5 pounds) apiece, sig-
nificantly less than the 
average weight of Rhiel’s 
rowing teammates on the 
UW-Madison team. The 
lightweight rowers main-
tain a strict diet even as 
they burn through calories 
rowing twice per day.

As a coxswain, Rhiel 
also follows a lean diet. 
He typically runs twice 
per day and usually rides 
his bicycle twice daily as 
well. His goal is to get to 
the minimum coxswain 
weight — 121 pounds.

“Nobody wants to be 
pulling around fat cox-
swain,” he said.

Making the team 
Rhiel said his experi-

ence in Boston has made 
him a better coxswain.

“These rowers are the 
best lightweights in the 
country. They all know 
how to row very well,” he 

said. “Their mistakes are 
minute. I have to have a 
finer eye to catch them 
when they’re messing up.”

Earlier this summer 
more experienced cox-
swains who were unavail-
able to train early in the 
summer joined the team. 
Despite his relative lack of 
experience, last week team 
members chose Rhiel to 
pilot them at the cham-
pionships in Bulgaria. It 
didn’t hurt Rhiel’s chanc-
es that two of the rowers 
were former UW-Madison 
teammates.

“I knew everyone. I 
knew their habits,” Rhiel 
said of his teammates. “It 
was easier for me to cor-
rect them on the water.”

Taking on the world
The team had one more 

challenge if it was to rep-
resent the U.S. in Bulgaria. 
It had to beat a veteran 
team that had been train-
ing at the Vesper Boat 
Club in Philadelphia. 

Under the rules for pick-
ing the national team, any 
crew can challenge the 
team picked in the nation-
al development camp, with 
the winner advancing to 
the championship. 

Last week, Rhiel’s team 
raced Vesper in a 2-kilo-
meter race in New Jersey, 
the standard internation-
al distance, and won by 
more than a boat length. 
Rhiel was worried be-

cause coaches had settled 
on the final eight row-
ers just three days be-
fore the event, meaning 
limited practice time for 
the group. He considered 
the win a vindication of 
the development camp 
process.

Rhiel and his team 
leave Aug. 9 for Plovdiv, 
Bulgaria; the competition 
is Aug. 15-17.

Rhiel’s parents are con-
sidering making the trip to 
see their son and his team-
mates in Bulgaria.

“We’re looking at what 
it would take,” Rhiel’s 
mother, Lisa Rhiel, said. 
“We’re waiting to see if 
other parents are going.” 

Rhiel said he’s come a 
long way from standing in 
line as a freshman at UW-
Madison. 

“I’ve been thinking a 
lot about where I am right 
now, how lucky I’ve been,” 
he said.

Knight can be reached 
at 715-830-5835, 800-236-
7077 or joe.knight@ecpc.
com.

“I think it’s a very ser-
viceable degree, and peo-
ple will walk away with 
valuable skills and knowl-
edge,” said Kate Lang, 
UW-Eau Claire’s academic 
director for the Bachelor 
of Professional Studies 
and chairwoman of the 
history department.

Two-year program for 
full-time students

University officials de-
signed the curriculum by 
asking faculty in several 
departments what people 
in their disciplines need 
to know to be leaders, she 
said.

“We wanted to take the 
best parts of a liberal arts 
education and combine 
them with practical skills 
to help students be suc-
cessful in the workplace,” 
Lang said.

Students attending full 
time — that means com-
pleting two classes every 
eight weeks plus summer 
school — can graduate in 
two years, although most 
of those currently enrolled 
are going half time.

Budde, who was the 
first student to sign up for 
the program and hopes 
to graduate next sum-

mer, is taking a full load 
and acknowledged it is a 
challenge.

“I don’t think a lot of 
people realize this online 
program is a lot of work,” 
Budde said. “It actually 
is real college classes; it’s 
not watered down at all. 
The professors don’t take 
it easy on you just because 
you’re working full time.”

Essays test mastery 
of the material

To participate, students 
should have access to a 
computer with an Internet 
connection, webcam and 
headset with a micro-
phone, although it is even 
possible to access the pro-
gram from a smartphone, 
Lang said.

Some professors ask stu-
dents to watch recorded 
lectures or PowerPoint 
presentations, while oth-
ers primarily require read-
ing and then use essays 
to test students’ mastery 
of the material. In lieu of 
class discussion, some 
courses require students 
to post online respons-
es to questions and then 
comment on their virtual 
classmates’ answers.

To accommodate the 
busy lives of nontradi-
tional students, the cours-

es don’t schedule meeting 
times and typically have 
about two deadlines per 
week when assignments 
must be turned in. 

“The students don’t ever 
have to come to campus, 
but we’re always happy to 
see them if they do,” Lang 
said.

While the Bachelor of 
Professional Studies is 
UW-Eau Claire’s first ven-
ture into a fully online 
program, the UW System 
offers at least 26 such 
bachelor’s degree pro-
grams, with six at UW-
Stout in Menomonie, and a 
total of about 4,600 online 
courses.

Surveys spur program 
creation

Some of the programs 
have arisen from UW-
Extension surveys about 
the workforce needs of re-
gional employers. Once 
those needs are identified, 
UW-Extension works with 
campuses to see if they 
have faculty expertise that 
could be tapped to cre-
ate an online program to 
fill the gaps, said George 
Kroeninger, assistant dean 
with UW-Extension’s 
Continuing Education 
Division.

“It’s a fairly new and 

efficient way to address 
high-need career areas,” 
Kroeninger said, adding 
that UW-Extension con-
tributes money for course 
development, market-
ing and student support 
services.

The alternative delivery 
method can be particular-
ly attractive for the tens of 
thousands of Wisconsin 
adults who have earned 
college credits but don’t 
have a degree to show for 
it, said Phil Huelsbeck, 
outreach program man-
ager for UW-Eau Claire 
Continuing Education.

So far, the average age 
of students in the UW-Eau 
Claire program is 38, with 
students ranging from 
26 to 54, and all of them 
are from Wisconsin and 
Minnesota. The geograph-
ic reach likely will expand 
nationally and possibly 
even globally as word gets 
around, he said.

“The response to the 
online degree program 
has been overwhelmingly 
positive,” Huelsbeck said. 
“I think it’s inevitable that 
online programs like this 
will grow.”

Lindquist can be reached 
at 715-833-9209, 800-236-
7077 or eric.lindquist@
ecpc.com.
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■ A Page One story Friday incorrectly listed the 
year of the opening of the original W.R. Davies 
Student Center at UW-Eau Claire. The first parts of 
the building were finished in 1959.
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 Associated Press
Photo gallery curator Anna Wolska presents a photo of 
Marilyn Monroe by the late celebrity photographer Milton 
H. Greene on Friday in Warsaw, Poland.

Poland to auction Marilyn photos
WARSAW, Poland — Poland plans to auction off 

part of a photographic collection that includes hun-
dreds of photographs of Marilyn Monroe.

The collection includes close to 4,000 photographs 
taken by the late celebrity photographer Milton H. 
Greene. Some are well-known images, but Polish of-
ficials say they believe the collection might contain 
some previously unpublished works.

The photos ended up in Poland’s possession as the 
result of a complex embezzlement scandal that shook 
the country in the early 1990s. A Chicago business-
man accused of cheating Poland out of millions of 
dollars gave the collection to Poland in partial repay-
ment for the government’s loss.

 The Polish official in charge of cleaning up the 
lingering mess from the corruption affair, Marta 
Maciazek, said the photographic collection is valued 
at $680,000. She said some of the photos will go on 
exhibition soon and then will be put up for sale. 

The collection also includes photographs of Cary 
Grant, Frank Sinatra, Audrey Hepburn, Liza 
Minnelli, Marlene Dietrich, Paul Newman, 
Alfred Hitchcock and Marlon Brando.

Howard to lead Brickyard 400 field
INDIANAPOLIS — Director Ron Howard will 

have one of the best seats at this year’s Brickyard 400.  
Indianapolis Motor Speedway officials announced 

Friday that the Oscar-winning director would lead 
the field before the July 29 race at the storied 2.5-mile 
track.  

Howard’s latest project is titled “Rush” and depicts 
the Grand Prix clashes between Englishman James 
Hunt and Austrian Niki Lauda.  

Speedway President Jeff Belskus said Howard has 
immersed himself in motorsports culture while film-
ing “Rush” and is “an ideal person to pace the field.” 

Howard called driving the pace car a “once-in-a-
lifetime opportunity.” 

Movie director Norman Jewison, 86. 
Singer Yusuf Islam (Cat Stevens), 64. 

Cartoonist Garry Trudeau (“Doonesbury”), 64. 
Comedian-actor Robin Williams, 61. 

Comedian Jon Lovitz, 55. 
Actor Josh Hartnett, 34. 

“American Idol” runner-up Blake Lewis, 31. 
From news services

Correction

The Leader-Telegram strives for accuracy in all 
stories. But if mistakes occur, a correction will be 
printed. Contact Editor Don Huebscher at 715-833-
9216 or Local News Editor Gary Johnson at 715-833-
9211 for assistance. E-mail them at don.huebscher@
ecpc.com or gary.johnson@ecpc.com.
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Rowing/Next is world championships

Online/Response positive to program

BUFFALO RIVER VALLEY  3 B
FULLER-SPECKIEN-HULKE 2 B
HERITAGE CT MEMORY 1 C
MARKQUART TOYOTA 8 A
NANSTAD CHIROPRACTIC  3 A
NORTHTOWN FORD 1 D
REGIS CATHOLIC SCHOOLS 4 B
ST JOSEPH’S HOSPITAL 7 A
WINDOW WORLD  1 C

Contributed photos
This U.S. lightweight crew will compete in the upcoming World Rowing Championships in Bulgaria. Team coxswain Eric Rhiel 
of Menomonie, a UW-Madison senior, is at far right. Next to Rhiel is former UW-Madison rower Ryan Fox. Anders Corbett, 
another former Badgers rower, is fourth from right. 

However, Rhiel’s par-
ents encouraged him to 
try out for the team. He 
did, and he became a  
team member, shouting di-
rections to his teammates 
as they rowed.

Rhiel has made the 
most of that experience. 
He recently captained an 
eight-man lightweight 
team to the U.S. cham-
pionship and a berth 
in the World Rowing 
Championships in 
Bulgaria next month. 

Badgers success
Despite being selected 

for the UW-Madison team 
as a freshman, Rhiel said 
he had second thoughts 
about his decision during 
the first year of the time-
consuming activity. 

“Something kept mak-
ing me want to come 
back,” Rhiel said. “The 
cool thing about it is the 
guys you meet, so many 
different people from all 
over, a lot of camaraderie 
builds up.”

At the end of his fist 
year Rhiel found him-
self as the only freshman 
steering four more expe-
rienced rowers in a mixed 
foursome. The require-
ment was that there be at 
least one freshman in the 
boat, which was him. The 
team placed second in 
its category in a national 
competition.

Another highlight oc-
curred last fall, when a 
team piloted by Rhiel 
won a highly competitive 
three-mile race in Boston 
on the Charles River. The 
winding river route placed 
a premium on steering and 

strategy, the domain of the 
coxswain. 

“They call it a cox-
swain’s course. You have 
to figure out the turns,” 
Rhiel said.

However, that season 
ended with a disappoint-
ing finish in the nation-
als in June. Rhiel asked his 
coaches what he could do 
to improve for his senior 
year of college. They sent 
him to a camp from which 
eight members would be 
chosen to represent the 
U.S. in the world light-
weight championships in 
Boston. The team need-
ed a coxswain, so Rhiel 
returned to the Charles 
River for the summer. 

Keeping trim
Lightweight rowing 

teams can average no 
more than 70 kilograms 
(154.5 pounds) apiece, sig-
nificantly less than the 
average weight of Rhiel’s 
rowing teammates on the 
UW-Madison team. The 
lightweight rowers main-
tain a strict diet even as 
they burn through calories 
rowing twice per day.

As a coxswain, Rhiel 
also follows a lean diet. 
He typically runs twice 
per day and usually rides 
his bicycle twice daily as 
well. His goal is to get to 
the minimum coxswain 
weight — 121 pounds.

“Nobody wants to be 
pulling around fat cox-
swain,” he said.

Making the team 
Rhiel said his experi-

ence in Boston has made 
him a better coxswain.

“These rowers are the 
best lightweights in the 
country. They all know 
how to row very well,” he 

said. “Their mistakes are 
minute. I have to have a 
finer eye to catch them 
when they’re messing up.”

Earlier this summer 
more experienced cox-
swains who were unavail-
able to train early in the 
summer joined the team. 
Despite his relative lack of 
experience, last week team 
members chose Rhiel to 
pilot them at the cham-
pionships in Bulgaria. It 
didn’t hurt Rhiel’s chanc-
es that two of the rowers 
were former UW-Madison 
teammates.

“I knew everyone. I 
knew their habits,” Rhiel 
said of his teammates. “It 
was easier for me to cor-
rect them on the water.”

Taking on the world
The team had one more 

challenge if it was to rep-
resent the U.S. in Bulgaria. 
It had to beat a veteran 
team that had been train-
ing at the Vesper Boat 
Club in Philadelphia. 

Under the rules for pick-
ing the national team, any 
crew can challenge the 
team picked in the nation-
al development camp, with 
the winner advancing to 
the championship. 

Last week, Rhiel’s team 
raced Vesper in a 2-kilo-
meter race in New Jersey, 
the standard internation-
al distance, and won by 
more than a boat length. 
Rhiel was worried be-

cause coaches had settled 
on the final eight row-
ers just three days be-
fore the event, meaning 
limited practice time for 
the group. He considered 
the win a vindication of 
the development camp 
process.

Rhiel and his team 
leave Aug. 9 for Plovdiv, 
Bulgaria; the competition 
is Aug. 15-17.

Rhiel’s parents are con-
sidering making the trip to 
see their son and his team-
mates in Bulgaria.

“We’re looking at what 
it would take,” Rhiel’s 
mother, Lisa Rhiel, said. 
“We’re waiting to see if 
other parents are going.” 

Rhiel said he’s come a 
long way from standing in 
line as a freshman at UW-
Madison. 

“I’ve been thinking a 
lot about where I am right 
now, how lucky I’ve been,” 
he said.

Knight can be reached 
at 715-830-5835, 800-236-
7077 or joe.knight@ecpc.
com.

“I think it’s a very ser-
viceable degree, and peo-
ple will walk away with 
valuable skills and knowl-
edge,” said Kate Lang, 
UW-Eau Claire’s academic 
director for the Bachelor 
of Professional Studies 
and chairwoman of the 
history department.

Two-year program for 
full-time students

University officials de-
signed the curriculum by 
asking faculty in several 
departments what people 
in their disciplines need 
to know to be leaders, she 
said.

“We wanted to take the 
best parts of a liberal arts 
education and combine 
them with practical skills 
to help students be suc-
cessful in the workplace,” 
Lang said.

Students attending full 
time — that means com-
pleting two classes every 
eight weeks plus summer 
school — can graduate in 
two years, although most 
of those currently enrolled 
are going half time.

Budde, who was the 
first student to sign up for 
the program and hopes 
to graduate next sum-

mer, is taking a full load 
and acknowledged it is a 
challenge.

“I don’t think a lot of 
people realize this online 
program is a lot of work,” 
Budde said. “It actually 
is real college classes; it’s 
not watered down at all. 
The professors don’t take 
it easy on you just because 
you’re working full time.”

Essays test mastery 
of the material

To participate, students 
should have access to a 
computer with an Internet 
connection, webcam and 
headset with a micro-
phone, although it is even 
possible to access the pro-
gram from a smartphone, 
Lang said.

Some professors ask stu-
dents to watch recorded 
lectures or PowerPoint 
presentations, while oth-
ers primarily require read-
ing and then use essays 
to test students’ mastery 
of the material. In lieu of 
class discussion, some 
courses require students 
to post online respons-
es to questions and then 
comment on their virtual 
classmates’ answers.

To accommodate the 
busy lives of nontradi-
tional students, the cours-

es don’t schedule meeting 
times and typically have 
about two deadlines per 
week when assignments 
must be turned in. 

“The students don’t ever 
have to come to campus, 
but we’re always happy to 
see them if they do,” Lang 
said.

While the Bachelor of 
Professional Studies is 
UW-Eau Claire’s first ven-
ture into a fully online 
program, the UW System 
offers at least 26 such 
bachelor’s degree pro-
grams, with six at UW-
Stout in Menomonie, and a 
total of about 4,600 online 
courses.

Surveys spur program 
creation

Some of the programs 
have arisen from UW-
Extension surveys about 
the workforce needs of re-
gional employers. Once 
those needs are identified, 
UW-Extension works with 
campuses to see if they 
have faculty expertise that 
could be tapped to cre-
ate an online program to 
fill the gaps, said George 
Kroeninger, assistant dean 
with UW-Extension’s 
Continuing Education 
Division.

“It’s a fairly new and 

efficient way to address 
high-need career areas,” 
Kroeninger said, adding 
that UW-Extension con-
tributes money for course 
development, market-
ing and student support 
services.

The alternative delivery 
method can be particular-
ly attractive for the tens of 
thousands of Wisconsin 
adults who have earned 
college credits but don’t 
have a degree to show for 
it, said Phil Huelsbeck, 
outreach program man-
ager for UW-Eau Claire 
Continuing Education.

So far, the average age 
of students in the UW-Eau 
Claire program is 38, with 
students ranging from 
26 to 54, and all of them 
are from Wisconsin and 
Minnesota. The geograph-
ic reach likely will expand 
nationally and possibly 
even globally as word gets 
around, he said.

“The response to the 
online degree program 
has been overwhelmingly 
positive,” Huelsbeck said. 
“I think it’s inevitable that 
online programs like this 
will grow.”

Lindquist can be reached 
at 715-833-9209, 800-236-
7077 or eric.lindquist@
ecpc.com.
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